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“The purpose of media literacy education is to develop the habits of inquiry and skills of expression 

we need to be lifelong learners, critical and creative thinkers, effective communicators, and active 

citizens in today’s world.“ (NAMLE) 

 
Course Details 

This course is part of the PBS TeacherLine suite of self-paced courses. 
 

Course 
Description 

 

Shared Reading is a like a gift – a big, wide colorful umbrella which can 
hold under it so many opportunities for reading instructions. This self-
paced course will help you transform your classroom reading 
community, while allowing individual learners to make steady growth in 
many aspects of their own reading development. You’ll learn the nuts 
and bolts of this powerful teaching strategy, all the while using our 
template and your own carefully selected text to develop a unique, 
week-long Shared Reading plan for your classroom. Throughout the 
course, you’ll observe other teachers in action, share ideas in a 
discussion forum and get feedback from your peers. Everyone in the 
course will add his or her work to a resource bank which all participants 
will have access to for one year. This course promises to power up your 
instructional strategies while building joy and excitement for your young 
readers!  

 

Course Goals 
This course  is designed for K-3 teachers who are looking to refine their reading 

instruciton strategies through the study and practice of Shared Reading. During 

this course, learners will build their understanding in the following ways: 

• Examine a literacy rich classroom and see what the framework of 
Shared Reading looks like.  

• Understand the guidelines for selecting the right Shared Reading 
text.  

• Hone your ability to design “just right” word study experiences to 
meet a variety of different learners’ needs.  

• Identify fluency extensions to a Shared Reading lesson plan – 
activities that increase readers’ fluency with a known text.   

 

Course 
Design 

This 2.5 hour professional learning opportunity is a self-paced 
experience. Learners can explore the course content, watch videos, 
complete interactive activities, reflect on learning with peers, and take 
self-assessments at their own pace. 

Target 
Audience 

This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers of 
Kindergarten to 3rd Grade classrooms.  
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Standards This course addresses the following standards: 

• ISTE Standards for Educators  
o 1 (a, b, c) 
o 3 (b) 
o 4 (a) 
o 5 (b, c)  

 

• Common Course Standards 
o Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 
o Reading Standards for Literature 

 

Schedule This course is estimated to take approximately 2.5 hours to complete. 
However, it is a self-paced experience and learners may work at their 
own pace and according to their individual schedules. Learners will have 
access to the course for 1 year after the purchase date 

Certificate  Learners will receive a printable certificate upon completion of all 
coursework, activities, and “Check for Understanding” multiple-choice 
quizzes, which will be tracked and graded by our automated system. All 
learners contribute to the discussion board and score 100% on the quiz 
(with multiple attempts permitted) in order to receive the completion 
certificate. 
 

Course Content and Assignments 

Through carefully selected reading, examples and insights from the classroom, and opportunities for 
reflection and planning in your own teaching practice, this course will help deepen your understanding 
of how a Shared Reading framework supports your ability to differentiate reading instruction to small 
and large groups of students. It will also give you evidence-based strategies and practices to 
immediately start using a lesson of your own creation in your classroom. 
 
In order to receive a course certificate, learners must complete all course activities, with scores of 
100% on multiple-choice quizzes (multiple attempts permitted). 
 

Topic Learning Objective Coursework/Activities 

Literacy Rich 
Classrooms 

 

Recognize the 
importance of 
balancing community 
and individual 
engagement in a 
classroom 
environment that 
promotes 
independent literacy 
learners. 

Read “Shared Reading: An 
Instructional Strategy for Teachers 
Grades K-3” article 
 
Watch “Cindy Wilson Kindergarten” video 

Chart observations in a Venn Diagram 

Discuss why it is so important to balance 
community and individual engagement in a 
classroom environment that promotes 
independent literacy learners. 
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The Right Text 
 

Gain understanding of 
guidelines for selecting the 
right Shared Reading text; 
and learn how to plan how to 
will introduce a text for a 
Shared Reading lesson.  
 

Watch “Chicka Chicka Boom Boom: Shared 
Reading in Kindergarten” video 
 
Select and Post Your Title Selection to the 
discussion board.  
 
Use a Shared Reading Lesson Plan Template 
to start formalizing the focus of your 
instruction and craft an introduction to your 
text choice. 
 

Word Power 
 

Analyze activities for 
differentiated groups of 
learners: struggling readers, 
readers who are on grade 
level, and readers whose 
instructional level is well 
above the bulk of your 
students. 
 

Design three follow-up activities for 
differentiated groups of learners 
 
Discuss why it might be important to present 
learners with opportunities to use multimodal 
or multisensory resources to support their 
learning, especially in the K-3 classroom. 
 

Reader’s 
Fluency 

Apply fluency extensions into 
a Shared Reading lesson 
plan—activities that increase 
readers’ fluency with a 
known text. 
 

Watch model teaching videos that 
demonstrate three fluency activities: 
Read Aloud, Reader’s Theater, and 
Coral Reading.  
 
Explore Fluency Activities 

Your Shared 
Reading 
Lesson Plan 

Create a Shared Reading 
lesson and aim to regularly 
use Shared Reading for 
literacy work.  
 

Complete a Shared Reading Lesson 
Plan Template. 
 
Take Quiz and Earn your Certificate 
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