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Title 
 
Teaching Narrative and Expository Comprehension, Grades PreK–K 
 

 
Target Audience 

 
This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers of grades PreK–K.  
 

 
Prerequisites 

 
To successfully participate and complete the assignments in this course, the learner must:   
• Have access to a reading classroom or a few PreK or kindergarten students to try out the strategies 

and the lesson plans. 
• Be familiar with taking an online course or have completed the “Practice Learning Online with 

TeacherLine” course.  
• Have some experience in PreK or kindergarten classrooms. 
• Have an interest in language, literacy, and comprehension instruction. 
 

 
Course Description 

 
This course is designed to give educators both theoretical and practical information about text 
comprehension in PreK and kindergarten and an array of practical strategies for supporting students’ 
comprehension of both narrative and expository texts.  Learners will study the factors that affect a 
student’s comprehension, the impact of genre on comprehension, and strategies for assessing students’ 
comprehension.  During the course, they will create and implement activities that use play, art, drama, 
and technology to extend student learning beyond book reading sessions, as well as design a 
professional development seminar that shares the strategies for fostering narrative and expository 
comprehension in PreK and kindergarten students. 
 
 

Instructor/Facilitator 
 
See instructor/facilitator sheet 
 

 
Credits 

 
To be determined by college or university 
 

 
Goals 

 
The overall goal for this course is for teachers to develop an understanding of important research about 
text comprehension in PreK and kindergarten and to learn an array of practical strategies for supporting 
students’ comprehension.  
 
By the end of this course, the learner will have an understanding of the following and the ability to apply 
this knowledge in his or her own classroom: 
• The factors that affect a student's comprehension. 
• The variety of texts and genres and the impact of genre on comprehension. 
• A broadened repertoire of strategies to use before, during, and after reading to facilitate students' 

comprehension. 
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• A familiarity with PreK and kindergarten standards for speaking and listening that relate to reading 
comprehension. 

• A variety of assessments for students' comprehension. 
 

 
Learner Outcomes (performance based) 

 
Students completing this course will be able to: 
• Evaluate the effectiveness of multiple reading strategies to support text comprehension. 
• Use a variety of book genres to support text comprehension. 
• Assess students’ prior knowledge to improve comprehension. 
• Design activities that use play, art, drama, and technology to extend student learning beyond book 

reading sessions. 
• Facilitate a professional development seminar that shares the strategies for supporting 

comprehension through interactive read-alouds with colleagues in a school. 
 
 

Outline of Content and Assignments 
 
After previewing the documents in the Course Information area, learners will proceed to the Course 
Content area to complete the following six sessions, working through each session in order.  Throughout 
the sessions, learners will articulate their ideas in various forms: they are encouraged to reflect on their 
ideas and experiences in their online journal; the weekly discussions in the discussion forum are 
designed to allow learners to glean information from other learners’ experiences.  As a final project, 
learners will develop a plan for a professional development workshop that presents strategies for 
supporting comprehension through interactive read-alouds, provide feedback about the plans of other 
learners, and write a reflection paper that provides the rationale behind the professional development 
plan.  
 
This course is designed to address the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) and International 
Reading Association (IRA) Standards for the English Language Arts that were developed to serve as a 
guide for teachers in developing curriculum and instruction that foster students’ literacy development. The 
course specifically addresses Standards 1, 2, and 3. In Session 1 of this course, learners will read the 
applicable NCTE/IRA standards and a portion of the New Standards written by the National Center on 
Education and the Economy (NCEE). Learners will also familiarize themselves with how their own state’s 
standards address text comprehension. 
 
Additionally, this course addresses several of the ISTE NETS*T for teachers, including: 

• Use technology to enhance the curriculum.  
• Use technology to assess student learning. 
• Use technology resources to engage in ongoing professional development and lifelong learning.  
• Continually evaluate and reflect on professional practice to make informed decisions regarding 

the use of technology in support of student learning.  
• Use technology to communicate and collaborate with peers, parents, and the larger community in 

order to nurture student learning.  
 
 
Session 1: Introduction to Text Comprehension   
 
Learners will:  
• Define their professional goals and expectations for this course in the online journal.  
• Explain their prior knowledge and experiences about teaching text comprehension in the online 

journal.  
• Discuss factors related to students' comprehension difficulties.  
• Review and provide feedback on fellow learners’ student action plans.  
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• Synthesize their learning about reading comprehension by writing a letter to parents about the 
importance of reading aloud. 
 
Read 

• “The Child’s Brain” 
• “The Issues: Teaching with the Brain in Mind”  
• “Reading Aloud with Children of All Ages” from Young Children 
• “Reading for Comprehension” from the book, Rethinking Reading Comprehension 
• “Key Areas of Instruction: Text Comprehension” 
• “Understanding and Recognizing: Reading Disabilities”  
• NCTE/IRA Standards 1, 2, and 3 
• “Standard 2: Habits, Discussing Books” from National Center on Education and the 

Economy’s New Standards, Speaking and Listening Committee 
• “Standard 2: Getting the Meaning, Comprehension” from National Center on Education and 

the Economy’s New Standards, Primary Literacy Committee 
• PreK and kindergarten standards related to text comprehension from the learner’s own state 
• “The Issues: Guiding Young Children Toward Kindergarten: A Primer on Early Learning 

Standards” 
  

View videos 
• “Teacher Reflections” 
• “The Brain of a Child” 
  

Complete activity and assignment 
• Student Action Plan 
• Write Parent Letter 

 
Write in online journal 

• Reflect on expectations for the course. 
• Reflect on prior experiences teaching text comprehension to students and any techniques 

that were used. 
 

Participate in an online discussion 
• Introduce themselves to other learners. 
• Respond to the question: “What are the most important factors that affect students’ 

comprehension of text in the PreK and kindergarten years?”  
• Conduct a peer review of two student action plans 

 
 
Session 2: Choosing Engaging Texts 
 
Learners will: 
• Discuss and evaluate genres of read-aloud books that build comprehension. 
• Evaluate their current use of expository texts in the classroom through course readings and journal 

writing. 
• Formulate a plan for incorporating expository text into their teaching through course readings and 

journal writing. 
• Evaluate their own or another teacher's classroom library by taking an inventory of the number and 

types of genres represented. 
 

Read 
• “Literature for Young Children” from the book, Emerging Literacy: Young Children Read and 

Write 
• “Informational Texts in Kindergarten” from The Reading Teacher 
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• “Sharing Informational Text with Young Children” from The Reading Teacher 
• Review the “Big Bad Wolves” activity from PBS 
  

Write in online journal 
• Reflect on the importance of exposing young students to a variety of book genres and what 

specific learning opportunities are offered by various genres. 
• Reflect on the challenges and unique learning opportunities associated with using expository 

text with young students. Share how they use expository text in their own teaching. 
 

Complete assignment 
• Book Inventory Assignment 

 
Participate in an online discussion 

• Respond to the question: “What kinds of books are best to read aloud to PreK and 
kindergarten students to build their comprehension and why?” 

 
 
Session 3: Assessing and Building Prior Knowledge  
 
Learners will: 
• Explain the role of prior knowledge in comprehension through online discussion. 
• Evaluate the effectiveness of a video depicting a brainstorming approach to assessing prior 

knowledge through the online journal. 
• Design, implement, and analyze an assessment of students' prior knowledge. 

 
Read 

• “Fostering Reading Comprehension” from the book, Beginning Reading and Writing 
• “Reading for Meaning: Text Comprehension” from Launching Young Readers 

“Prior Knowledge” from the book, Reading Instruction and Assessment: Understanding the 
IRA Standards 

 
View video 

• “Brainstorming to Assess Prior Knowledge” 
 

Complete activity and assignment 
• Web search for activities that elicit students' background information 
• Assessing and Building Prior Knowledge Assignment 

 
Write in online journal 

• Reflect on the success of the activity on eliciting students’ prior knowledge in the 
“Brainstorming to Assess Prior Knowledge” video. 

 
Participate in an online discussion 

• Respond to the question: “How does the variation in students’ prior knowledge affect their 
comprehension?” 

 
 
Session 4: The Interactive Read-Aloud 
 
Learners will: 
• Compare and contrast family strategies typically used in storybook reading with those used in the 

interactive read-aloud. 
• Explain the features of a read-aloud session focused on comprehension through online discussion. 
• Plan and implement questions for the interactive read-aloud. 
• Evaluate own interactive read-aloud session through written reflection. 
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Read 

• “Engaging with Reading Through Interactive Read-Alouds” from The Reading Teacher 
• “Family Storybook Reading: Implications for Children, Families, and Curriculum” from the 

book, Emerging Literacy: Young Children Read and Write 
• “Text Talk: Capturing the Benefits of Read-Aloud Experiences for Young Children” from The 

Reading Teacher 
 

View videos 
• Questioning to Build Comprehension (part 1) 
• Questioning to Build Comprehension (part 2) 
 

Complete assignment 
• Analyzing the Interactive Read-Aloud Assignment  

 
Write in online journal 

• Identify the connections seen between the family read-alouds and interactive read-alouds 
and reflect on the implications of differences in family read-alouds for students’ 
comprehension once they come to school. 

 
Participate in an online discussion 

• After reading a scenario, respond to the question: “When you observe your student teacher 
reading aloud to students to foster their comprehension, what specific features will you be 
targeting and why? What tips might you give him or her?” 

 
 
Session 5: Consolidating and Extending Students’ Comprehension 
 
Learners will: 
• Evaluate the effectiveness of play, art, and drama for extending students' comprehension through 

reading and online journal writing. 
• Evaluate extension activities that are most effective in fostering comprehension through online 

discussion. 
• Analyze the ways in which the use of technology contributes to students' understanding of story 

grammar. 
• Develop an extension activity based on the strategies discussed in “Make way for literacy!” and ideas 

for technology integration in “Technology and the Building Blocks for Teaching Students to Read: 
Text Comprehension.” 

 
Read 

• “Exploring Children’s Literature” from the book, Make Way for Literacy! 
• “Much More Than the ABCs: The Early Stages of Reading and Writing” from the book, “Much 

More Than the ABCs: The Early Stages of Reading and Writing” 
• “Technology and the Building Blocks for Teaching Students to Read: Text Comprehension” 

from the NEIRTEC report, Technology and the Building Blocks for Teaching Students to 
Read 

• “The Issues: The Internet and the Early Childhood Classroom” 
  

 
Complete activity and assignment 

• Review four PBS example lesson plans. 
• Explore the Story Organizer interactive. 
• Implement the Story Organizer interactive with students. 
• Explore reading comprehension online games from PBS. 
• Complete the Extension Activity Assignment to use with a book for a read-aloud.  
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Write in online journal 

• Reflect on the strategies discussed in the “Make Way for Literacy!” excerpt 
• Reflect on the experience of using the Story Organizer interactive with students 

 
Participate in an online discussion 

• Respond to the question: “What recommendations will you make about the kinds of activities 
that are most effective in helping students consolidate and extend their comprehension of 
new concepts, information, and words after they are read aloud to?”  Where possible, provide 
specific examples and anecdotes. 

 
 
Session 6: Applying Your Learning 
 
Learners will: 
• Synthesize own learning by designing a professional development workshop about fostering 

comprehension in PreK and kindergarten students. 
• Assess learning in this course by comparing their prior knowledge and acquired knowledge in a 

online journal activity. 
• Analyze the learning experience in this course by reflecting on their professional goals and 

expectations in the online journal. 
 

Write in online journal 
• Reflect on what was gained from this course 
• Reflect on how this learning experience compares with personal professional goals and 

expectations 
 

Complete Final Project 
The final project includes three elements: 

1. Professional Development Workshop Plan that includes the following elements: 
• Agenda for a three-hour session 
• Detailed plans for at least two interactive, collaborative activities 
• Two-four handouts to support the seminar 
• A “fact-sheet” for parents 

2. Peer review of at least two other learners’ plans 
3. 1-2 page reflection paper that provides rationale for Professional Development Workshop 

plan 
 

 
Schedule 

 
It will take about 45 hours to complete this course. Each session should take approximately 6-7 hours. If 
you find yourself spending several hours more than this in any given session, please contact your 
facilitator to make sure this is necessary to complete the given assignments.  
  

 
Requirements 
  

Learners are expected to: 
• Complete all assignments.  
• Maintain an online journal.  
• Participate and actively engage in discussions with fellow learners while contributing to the social 

construction of knowledge.  
• Be self-directed and self-motivated.  
• Ask for assistance when they need it.  
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Materials (hardware, software, plug-ins) 
  

Technical Requirements 
• Word processor  
• Internet service provider  
• E-mail  

  
 
Academic Dishonesty Policy 

  
To be inserted by university institution only 
  

 
Evaluation 

 
This course is evaluated on a letter grade basis, and may be available for graduate credit. See graduate 
credit details pertaining to specific graduate credit institutions. 
  
 


