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Title  
 
Supporting English Language Learners (Grades PreK-3) 

 
 
Target Audience 

 
This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers, grades PreK-3, to address methods they can 
use to facilitate and assess the oral language development of English Language Learners.  

 
 
Prerequisites 

 
To successfully participate and complete the assignments in this course, the learner must:  

   
• Be familiar with taking an online course or have gone through the TeacherLine Practice 

Learning Online course.  
• Have some experience in grades PreK-3 classrooms.  
• Have an interest in language, literacy, and writing instruction.  

 
 
Course Description  

 
In this course, learners will gain both theoretical and practical information about facilitating the oral language 
development of English Language Learners in grades PreK-3. Specifically, they will work to answer the 
following two essential questions: 1. How can classroom teachers in Grades PreK-3 support the oral 
language development of English Language Learners (ELLs)? 2. Why is the oral language development of 
ELLs an issue that needs to be addressed?  
 
In addition, learners will also develop two essential questions of their own about English Language Learners 
in grades PreK-3, and then work through the projects and assignments in the course in attempt to answer 
the questions. This course will help learners tackle some of the challenges faced by educators in America’s 
classrooms: Helping children whose native language is not English develop language skills, meet learning 
standards dictated by local and national legislation, and experience success in school. The course project 
will require learners to create a 2-page e-article answering their essential questions.   
 

 
Instructor/Facilitator 

 
See instructor/facilitator sheet.  

 
 
Credits 

 
To be determined by college or university.  

 
 
Goals 

 
The overall goals of this mini-course are for learners to develop an understanding of issues children face in 
classrooms as English Language Learners (ELLs,) and effective strategies for supporting their oral language 
development. 
 
By the end of the course learners will appreciate, understand, and be able to use the following in their 
classrooms: 
 

• Basic concepts of oral language development in English Language Learners. 
• Solutions to some of the challenges both English Language Learners and teachers of ELLS face. 
• Techniques for supporting English Language Learners. 
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Course Objectives 

 
Students completing Supporting English Language Learners (Grades PreK-3) will be able to:  
 

• Develop two essential questions they have about English Language Learners (in grades Pre-K-3). 
• Discuss developmental needs of English Language Learners and how these needs are changing 

the role of the classroom teacher. 
• Create an e-article that includes the rationale for the way they facilitate oral language development 

of English Language Learners in their classroom. 
 

 
Relationship of Course to Program Goals and Professional Organizations 

 
Local stations can complete this section.  

 
 
Outline of Content and Assignments 

 
After previewing the documents in the Course Information, learners will proceed to the Course Content to 
complete the two sessions of the course, working through each session in order. Essential information 
pertaining to the topic is presented within each session. Throughout the sessions, learners are also asked to 
articulate their ideas in various forms; for example, they are encouraged to reflect on their ideas and 
experiences (this is not required, although recommended.) The two-week long discussion in the discussion 
forum is designed to allow learners to glean information from other learners’ experiences with strategies 
both prior to and following the completion of the weekly assignments. The learner will complete a project 
where they are asked to imagine that their school principal is impressed with how they have been facilitating 
the language development of English Language Learners in their classroom, subject area, and/or grade 
level, and has asked them to write an e-article (2 pages in length) that will be published in their school’s 
monthly e-news publication to the school community.  
  
This course is designed to address the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) and International 
Reading Association (IRA) Standards for the English Language Arts that were developed to serve as a 
guide for teachers in developing curriculum and instruction that foster students’ literacy development. The 
course specifically addresses Standards 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, and 12. Additionally, this course addresses several of 
the ISTE NETS*T for teachers: I (A, B); II (A, B, E); III (A, B, D); IV (A); V (A, B, D); VI (B, C).  
 
Session 1: Challenges of Language Development  
 
Objectives  
By the end of this session, the learner will be able to:  
 

• Develop two essential questions they have about English Language Learners (in grades Pre-K-3). 
• Discuss developmental needs of English Language Learners and how these needs are changing 

the role of the classroom teacher. 
 

Read  
• “Strategies and Resources for Mainstream Teachers of English Language Learners” pp. 9, 15-

20, from the Web site, Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 
• ISTE NETS  
• “NCTE/IRA Standards 3, 4, 9, 11, and 12”   
• Your own state’s standards (look for them on your district’s Web site)  
• “NCEE’s Standard 1: Talking a Lot, K-1” from the book, New Standards for Speaking & 

Listening  
• “NCEE’s Standard 1: Talking a Lot, 2-3” from the book, New Standards for Speaking & 

Listening  
•  “Language Diversity and Learning” from the book, Other People’s Children: Cultural Conflict in 

the Classroom  
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• “Classroom Conversations: Opportunities to Learn for ESL Students in Mainstream 
Classrooms” from the magazine, The Reading Teacher 

 
 

Participate in an Online Discussion  
• Introduce themselves to other learners.  
• Respond to: “How are the developmental language needs of English Language Learners 

changing the role of classroom teachers?’ 
 

Complete Assignment  
• Develop two essential questions on English Language Learners  

 
Additional Readings and Resources (not required)  

• Writing Essential Questions (Web site) 
• Coaching Habits of the Mind: Pursuing the Essential Questions (Web site) 
• "Framing Essential Questions" (Web site) 
• “From Trivial Pursuit to Essential Questions and Standard-based Learning” (Web site) 
 A Questioning Tool Kit (Web site)  •
• Inquiry-based Learning (Web site) 

Web site) • Guide to Reading and Language (English/Spanish) (
 5 to 6 (Web site) • Language Development from Age

• "Birth of a Language” (Web site) 
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hing Oral Language in the Classroom,” 
lassrooms" (Web site) 

hievement: Equity and 

r Low English Proficiency Children” (Web site) 

Com t
• as for effective strategies that support English Language 

 
Resp

• 
 done in 

 e implications for classroom teachers of national legislation and required teaching 
standards. 

eaching and Learning Solutions for ELLs 

• “The Development of Language"  
• "Talking the Talk and Walking the Walk: Researc
•  "Creating ELL-Friendly C
• "ELL Tips" (Web site) 
• "Optimal Conditions for Second Language Acquisition" (Web site) 
• “A Multicultural Perspective on Policies for Improving Literacy Ac

Excellence”  
• “Balanced Literacy Instruction: Addressing Issues of Equity”  
 “Reading and English Language Learners” (Web site) •
• “Preventing Difficulties fo
 
ple e Activity (not required)  

In the discussion forum, post ide
Learners in grades PreK-3. 

ond to reflection questions (not required)  
Reflect on prior experiences supporting English Language Learners including strategies used 
to work with students, successes and challenges faced, and learning that needs to be
order to be able to answer the essential questions. 

• Reflect on types of talk in the classroom and the role these conversations play in the 
development of ELLs.  
Reflect on th•

 
 
Session 2: T
 
Objectives  

nd of this session, the learner will be able to:  By the e

• Create an e-article that includes the rationale for the way they facilitate oral language development 
English Language Learners in their classroom.     

 

• Discuss developmental needs of English Language Learners and how these needs are changing 
the role of the classroom teacher. 

of 
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Rea
• 

” from 
n Educator 

• “What’s Important When You’re Six? Valuing Children’s Oral Stories” from the journal, 

 
Participa

• Continue to participate in the discussion: “How are the developmental language needs of 
hanging the role of classroom teachers?’ 

 
Com t

eo vignette.  

• Explore “Receptive Language” interactive.  
n English Language Learners.  

 
Addi na

nners (Web site) 

atterns of Narrative Discourse: A Multicultural, Life 

(Web site) 

he Day (Web site) 
) 

w Words (Web site) 

Learners," Read pp. 

m Center on Resources and Training) (Web site) 

nteractive.  

Respond to reflection questions (not required) 
ct on the videos “Support for an ELL Student” parts 1 and 2   

d  
"Vocabulary"  

• “Taking Delight in Words: Using Oral Language to Build Young Children’s Vocabularies
the journal, America

Language Arts 

te in an Online Discussion  

English Language Learners c

ple e Activities and Assignment  
• View “Support for an ELL Student Part 1” vid
• View “Support for an ELL Student Part 2” video vignette.  

• Complete “ELL Project” assignment, an e-article o

tio l Readings and Resources (not required)  
• Teaching Vocabulary (Web site)  
• Oral Language Development for Begi
• Selecting Vocabulary Words to Teach English Language Learners (Web site) 

Vocabulary Developm• ent (Web site) 
•  “Spanish-Speaking Children” from the book, Patterns of Narrative Discourse: A Multicultural, 

Life Span Approach 
• “Asian-American Children” from the book, P

Span Approach 
• Dragon Tales: Finn's Toys (Web site) 
• Dragon Tales: Search for Mami (Web site) 
• Maya & Miguel: Animal Names (Web site) 
• Maya & Miguel: Experiencing Language with Friends 
• Maya & Miguel: It's All About Word Play (Web site) 
• Sesame Street: Spanish Word of t
• "Learning Two Languages: Questions Parents Ask" (Web site
• Arthur's Reading Tips (Web site) 
• Between the Lions: Teach Your Kids Ne
• Between the Lions: Word Play (Web site) 
• Between the Lions: Pounce (Web site) 
• Clifford: Measuring Up (Web site) 
• Arthur: The Question Game (Web site) 
• Between The Lions: Make Up Stories - It's Easy! (Web site) 

K-2 Storytelling Resources (Web site)  • 
• "Strategies and Resources for Mainstream Teachers of English Language 

21-33, ‘General Principles for Teaching ELL Students.’ 
• ESCORT (Eastern Strea
• Webcast 2001: Teaching English Language Learners to Read (Web site)  

 
Complete Activity (not required)  

• Complete the Implementation Activity usi ng the “Receptive Language” i
 

• Refle
 
 
Course Project  
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mmunity of ELLs in their school; and the challenges they have 
faced in work e ELLs in the classroom. The e-article will provide, if possible, answers and solutions 

 the essential questions developed in the course. It should also address standards of learning, technology, 
and sugg parents and teachers.  

  

Learners will write an e-article (2 pages in length) on English Language Learners, geared towards the grade 
level and/or subject areas they teach; the co

ing with th
to

estions for 

 
Schedule 

 
This uled to take approximately 10 hours to complete readings, activities, videos, 
ssignments, and project.  

q

 course is sched
a

 
Re uirements 

 
Lear

• Complete all assignments.  
ate regularly in Discussion Boards.  

nment in a timely fashion (determined by the facilitator).  

ners are expected to:  

• Particip
• Submit the final assig

 
Materials 

 
Tec ents  

 plug-ins  

ishonesty Policy 

hnical Requirem
• Word processor  
• Internet service provider  
• E-mail  
• TeacherLine required

 
Academic D

 
To be inserted by institution  

 
Evaluation 

 
This course is evaluated on a letter grade basis, and may be available for graduate credit. See graduate 
credit details pertaining to specific graduate credit institutions. 
 
Last Update: February 27, 2007 

 
 


