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Title  
 
Supporting ELLs: Assessing Language Development in Grades PreK-3 

 
 
Target Audience  

 
This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers, grades PreK-3, to address 
methods they can use to understand and facilitate assessment of English language learners and 
how assessment can support instruction.  

 
 
Prerequisites  

 
To successfully participate and complete the assignments in this course, the learner must:  

   
• Be familiar with taking an online course or have gone through the TeacherLine 

Practice Learning Online course.  
• Have some experience in grades PreK-3 classrooms.  
• Have an interest in language, literacy, and language instruction. 
• Have an interest in teaching English language learners  

 
 
Course Description  

 

Assessment is no longer a tool used solely as an auditing device. Teachers can use classroom 
assessments as a tool for diagnosing learning issues and developing educational practices, 
curricula, and strategies that best help students learn. Assessment is also a critical diagnostic 
and development tool for English language learners (ELLS) to identify language strengths and 
weaknesses. You will learn in this course how imperative it is for teachers to use assessment to 
help support this growing population to develop their academic skills and ensure academic 
success.  

This course is part of a series of courses on English language learners in Grades PreK-3. The 
first course in the series, “Supporting ELLs: Oral Language Development” provides educators 
with a general overview of the challenges of supporting oral language development, including 
information on required learning standards that need to be addressed and strategies for 
supporting oral language development. The second course in the series, “Supporting ELLs: 
Vocabulary Development in Grades PreK-3” helps learners to understand vocabulary 
development in ELLs and then develop strategies to facilitate vocabulary development. For 
information on these courses, see the PBS TeacherLine course catalog. 

 
Instructor/Facilitator  

 
See instructor/facilitator sheet.  

 
 
Credits  

 
To be determined by college or university.  

 
 
Goals  



PBS TeacherLine Course Syllabus 
2 

®

 

 
© PBS. All rights reserved. 

 

 
The overall goal of this course is for learners to develop an understanding of the assessment of 
English language learners and how assessment can inform instruction.  

By the end of the course learners will:  
 

• Have an understanding of the importance of assessing language development in PreK-3 
ELLs. 

• Have an understanding of the issues surrounding the assessment of ELLs. 
• Acquire knowledge and be able to use strategies and resources for assessing language 

development in ELLs. 
• Acquire knowledge about how to use oral language development assessments to inform 

and plan instruction. 
 
 

Course Objectives  
 
Students completing Supporting ELLs: Assessing Language Development in Grades PreK-3 will 
be able to:  

• Reflect on previous experiences when working with and assessing English Language 
Learners and concerns you have about meeting the needs of these learners.one 

• Reflect on the implications that native language literacy and oral English proficiency has 
on assessment and classroom instruction. 

• Consider emerging questions and new ideas you have about assessing English language 
learners.  

• Analyze how knowledge of the standards can help in the development of proper 
assessments and inform classroom instruction. 

• Analyze and discuss how classroom assessment can help promote the language 
development and learning of English language learners. 

• Assess the oral language development of one English language learner in your 
classroom.  

- OR -  

• Complete an analysis of state, national, and New Standards in relation to the English 
language learner population in your classroom or school. 

• Develop a strategic plan for how the assessments of English language learners will 
inform future classroom instruction. 

• Reflect on the assessment monitoring tools used in the classroom and which additional 
resources might be beneficial to use in the future.  

• Consider the implications of high stakes standardized testing on ELL students and how to 
meet the specific needs of these learners.  

• Reflect on the most important information from the course that you have learned and you 
will plan to allow this information to inform your classroom instruction. 

 
 
Relationship of Course to Program Goals and Professional Organizations  

 
Local stations can complete this section.  

 
 
Outline of Content and Assignments  
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After previewing the documents in the Course Information, learners will proceed to the Course 
Content to complete the two sessions of the course, working through each session in order. 
Essential information pertaining to the topic is presented within each session. Throughout the 
sessions, learners are also asked to articulate their ideas in various forms; for example, they are 
encouraged to reflect on their ideas and experiences. The two-week long discussion in the 
discussion forum is designed to allow learners to glean information from other learners’ 
experiences with strategies both prior to and following the completion of the weekly assignments. 
The learners will complete a course project where they are asked to create a strategic plan 
identifying how assessment of ELLs will inform future instruction within their classrooms. Before 
completing this project, learners will be asked to implement an oral language assessment of an 
ELL. For those who currently do not have access to ELLs, an alternative assignment is provided 
which asks them to complete an analysis of state, national, and New Standards identifying which 
are more meaningful and useful for working with ELL students. 
  
This course is designed to address the Standards for the English Language Arts by the National 
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) and International Reading Association (IRA) that were 
developed to serve as a guide for teachers in developing curriculum and instruction that foster 
students’ literacy development. The course specifically addresses Standards 4, 9, 10, and 12. 
Additionally, this course addresses several of the ISTE NETS*T: I (A); III (B); IV (A, B); and V (C, 
D).  
 
Session 1: Understanding Vocabulary Development  
 
Objectives  
By the end of this session, the learner will be able to:  
 

• Reflect on previous experiences when working with and assessing English Language 
Learners and concerns you have about meeting the needs of these learners. 

• Reflect on the implications that native language literacy and oral English proficiency has 
on assessment and classroom instruction. 

• Consider emerging questions and new ideas you have about assessing English language 
learners. 

• Analyze how knowledge of the standards can help in the development of proper 
assessments and inform classroom instruction. 

• Analyze and discuss how classroom assessment can help to promote the language 
development and learning of English language learners. 

• Assess the oral language development of one English language learner in their 
classroom.  

- OR – 
• Complete an analysis of state, national and New Standards in relation to the English 

language learner population in their classroom or school. 
 

Read  
• "Oral Comprehension Sets the Ceiling on Reading Comprehension”  
• “Preventing Reading Difficulties in Young Children” (pages 324-325) 
• "English Language Learners and the Five Essential Components of Reading 

Instruction" from Reading Rockets 
• “English Language Learners with Special Needs: Effective Instructional Strategies” 

from LD OnLine 
• Standards for the English Language Arts from NCTE/IRA 
•  “Teaching Diverse Learners - Assessment” 
• New Standards from the National Center on Education and the Economy (NCEE) 
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• “Teacher Rating of Oral Language and Literacy (TROLL): Individualized Early 
Learning Instruction with a Standards-Based Tool” from The Reading Teacher 

• “Talk” from Kidwatching 
 

View 
•  “Assessment of English Language Learners” Web cast from Reading Rockets 

 
Participate in an Online Discussion  

• Introduce themselves to other learners.  
• Respond to: “How can classroom assessment promote the language development 

and learning of English language learners? How can assessment information help 
teachers inform instruction for their ELLs? In your comments, refer to the readings 
from the course and cite examples from your professional practice.”  
 

Complete Assignment 
“Language Assessment Assignment” or “Alternative Assignment: Standards and ELLs” 
 

Additional Readings and Resources (not required) 
 “The Development of Language” by Jean Berko Gleason 
“Preventing Difficulties for Low English Proficiency Children” from Colorín Colorado 
 “Placing English Language Learners in a Program of Instruction” from Colorín Colorado 
“Working with English Language Learners: Strategies for Elementary and Secondary Teachers” 
by Annette Zehler 
“Spanish Speaking Children” from Patterns of Narrative Discourse: A Multicultural, Life Span 
Approach 
“Asian American Children from Patterns of Narrative Discourse: A Multicultural, Life Span 
Approach 
Maya and Miguel: Paco’s Simile’s  
A Place of Our Own: Bilingual Word Puzzles  
Postcards from Buster: Parents & Teachers: Lesson Plans  
Dragon Tales: Finn’s Toys (Los Juguetes de Finn)  
Testing Our Schools: A Guide for Parents from PBS Frontline  
Secrets of the SAT from PBS Frontline 
Standards of Learning – An Online News Hour Focus from PBS News Hour 
The Challenge of the Standards from PBS Frontline 
Guiding Young Children Toward Kindergarten - A Primer on Early Learning Standards from PBS 
Teachers  
In Dragon Tales: Search for Mami  
Sesame Street: Happy Healthy Songs  
Maya and Miguel: It’s All About Word Play  
Maya and Miguel: Experiencing Language with Friends  
Sesame Street: Cooking with Rosita!  
 

Complete Activity (not required)  
• Explore PBS Kids, PBS Kids Go!, PBS Parents, and PBS Teachers Web sites. In the 

discussion forum, contribute activities and resources that could help you assess 
PreK-3 ELLs and/or be used in the classroom for the instruction of ELLs.  

 
Respond to reflection questions   

• Reflect on prior experiences in using assessments as a means of supporting the  
including language development of English language learners in grades PreK-3. 
Include any specific strategies used to work with students and the challenges and 
successes experienced. 



PBS TeacherLine Course Syllabus 
5 

®

 

 
© PBS. All rights reserved. 

 

• Reflect on native language literacy and oral English proficiency and their implication 
on classroom assessment. 

• Reflect on new ideas in the assessment of English language learners to help inform 
classroom practice. 

• Reflect on the standards and how they may help in the assessment of ELL students. 
 
 
Session 2: Facilitating Vocabulary Development  
 
Objectives  
By the end of this session, the learner will be able to:  

• Analyze and discuss how classroom assessment can help to promote the language 
development and learning of English language learners. 

• Develop a strategic plan for how the assessments of English language learners will 
inform future classroom instruction.  

• Reflect on the assessment monitoring tools used in the classroom and which 
additional resources might be beneficial to use in the future.  

• Consider the implications of high stakes standardized testing on ELL students and 
how to meet the specific needs of these learners.  

• Reflect on the most important information from the course that you have learned and 
you will plan to allow this information to inform your classroom instruction. 

 
Read  

"Assessing Fluency"  
“Using Informal Assessments for English Language Learners” from Colorín Colorado 

• ELL Starter Pack: Monitoring and Outreach from Colorín Colorado 
• “Assessing Young Children” from PBS Teachers 
• “ELLs and High-Stakes Tests: An Overview of the Issues” by Bronwyn Coltrane, 

Center for Applied Linguistics  
• “High-Stakes Testing” from LAB at Brown University 
• “Rubric Steps” 

 
View 

• "Rishij's Portfolio"  
• “Olivia’s Portfolio” 

 
Participate in an Online Discussion  

• Continue to participate in the discussion on using assessment of ELLs to inform 
instruction: “How can classroom assessment promote the language development and 
learning of English Have any of your assumptions about oral language development 
of ELLs changed after implementing the oral language assessment to your 
student(s)? Is so, what changed and why?”  

 
Additional Readings and Resources (not required)  

• “English Language Learners with Special Needs: Effective Instructional Strategies” 
from LD OnLine  

• “Vocabulary Assessment and Instruction” from LD Online 
• LD OnLine Monthly Report: Learning Disabilities in English Language Learners  
• “Learning Disabilities in English Language Learners” from LD Online  
• “Learning Disabilities and Foreign Language Learning” from LD Online  
• Rubistar Web site  
• Edutopia: Assessment at a Glance 
• Rubrics Interactive  
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• “Focused Anecdotal Records Assessment: A Tool for Standards-based, Authentic 
Assessment” from The Reading Teacher 

• “Identifying Language and Academic Needs for Program Placement” from Reading 
Rockets 

• “Chapter 6: Assessment and Evaluation: How Can We Be Fair and Demanding?” 
from Help! They Don’t Speak English Starter Kit for Primary Teachers 

•  “Creating Programs for Language Minority Families” from Colorín Colorado 
• “Family Literacy Night” from Colorín Colorado 
• “Chapter 7: Fostering Home-School Partnerships” from Help! They Don’t Speak 

English Starter Kit for Primary Teachers 
• Letter for Parents – Printable Archive from PBS Teachers 
• “What Teachers Need to Know, and Be Able to Do, About Norm-Referenced Tests” 

from The ELL Outlook 
 

Respond to reflection questions  

• Reflect on the assessment monitoring tools used in the classroom and which 
additional resources might be beneficial to use in the future.  

• Consider the implications of high stakes standardized testing on ELL students and 
how to meet the specific needs of these learners.  

• Reflect on the most important information from the course that you have learned and 
how you will plan to allow this information to inform your classroom instruction. 

 
 
Course Project  

 
In the course project, learners will explore the course problem presented at the beginning 
of the course: “How can classroom assessment promote the language development and 
learning of English language learners?” The project asks learners to develop a strategic 
plan that personalizes the answer to this problem for their own classroom. 
 
In a detailed, 2-page paper, learners are asked to describe their student population of 
ELLs and then to describe at least four different types of assessments and the rationale 
for using each assessment in order to inform instruction. The project requires learners to 
include the monitoring tools to be used for the assessments (or a description of the tools), 
provide information about the state, national, and New Standards the assessments will 
address, and incorporate the information they learned from an assignment that was 
completed in Session 1. Learners also must use at least 2 course resources to assist in 
the creation of their plans.  

  
 

Schedule  
 
This course is scheduled to take approximately 15 hours to complete readings, activities, videos, 
assignments, and project.  

 
Requirements  

 
Learners are expected to:  

• Complete all assignments.  
• Participate regularly in discussion.  
• Submit assignments in a timely fashion (determined by the facilitator).  
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Materials  

 
Technical Requirements  

• Word processor  
• Internet service provider  
• E-mail  
• TeacherLine required plug-ins  

 
Academic Dishonesty Policy  

 
To be inserted by institution  

 
Evaluation 

 
This course is evaluated on a letter grade basis, and may be available for graduate credit. See 
graduate credit details pertaining to specific graduate credit institutions. 
 


