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Title  
 
Supporting ELLs: Vocabulary Development in Grades PreK-3 

 
 
Target Audience  

 
This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers, grades PreK-3, to address 
methods they can use to understand and facilitate the vocabulary development of English 
language learners.  

 
 
Prerequisites  

 
To successfully participate and complete the assignments in this course, the learner must:  

   
• Be familiar with taking an online course or have gone through the TeacherLine 

Practice Learning Online course.  
• Have some experience in grades PreK-3 classrooms.  
• Have an interest in language, literacy, and language instruction.  

 
 
Course Description  

 
Vocabulary development has a critical role in helping students learn to read. For English 
language learners (ELLs) understanding new vocabulary is especially challenging. While an ELL 
may be able to read the words aloud in a given passage, he or she may not understand the 
context and meanings of the words surrounding the vocabulary word. In addition, when English is 
not spoken at home, students may not have the opportunity to hear different vocabulary used in a 
variety of contexts.  
 
What classroom practices best promote vocabulary development for English language learners? 
Why is vocabulary development crucial to the success of English language learners in school? 
This course will help you discover the answers to these essential questions in relation to the 
population of English language learners in your own classroom or school. You will learn about the 
similarities and differences between strategies for teaching vocabulary development to ELLs and 
native English speakers. You will also learn about the role that knowledge of the student’s 
primary language has in a student’s success in developing a strong English vocabulary. 
 
This course is part of a series of courses on English language learners in Grades PreK-3. The 
first course in the series, “Supporting English Language Learners: Oral Language Development” 
provides educators with a general overview of the challenges of supporting oral language 
development, including information on required learning standards that need to be addressed and 
the strategies for supporting oral language development. For information on this course and other 
courses in the series, see the PBS TeacherLine course catalog. 

  
Instructor/Facilitator  

 
See instructor/facilitator sheet.  

 
 
Credits  

 
To be determined by college or university.  
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Goals  

 
The overall goals of this course are for learners to develop an understanding of vocabulary 
development in native English speakers and English language learners (ELLs) and effective 
strategies for supporting the vocabulary development of ELLs. 

By the end of the course learners will appreciate, understand, and be able to use the following in 
their classrooms: 

• An understanding of vocabulary development in PreK-3 native English speakers and 
English language learners. 

• The importance of facilitating vocabulary and oral language development in ELLs. 
• Strategies and resources for facilitating vocabulary development in ELLs. 
• Knowledge of the importance of using a student’s native language to support English 

language development. 
 
 

Course Objectives  
 
Students completing Supporting ELLs: Vocabulary Development in Grades PreK-3 will be able to:  
 

• Reflect on previous experiences when working with English Language Learners and 
concerns you have about meeting the needs of these learners. 

• Develop two essential questions about vocabulary development for English language 
learners (in grades Pre-K-3). 

• Analyze and discuss the implications of second-language acquisition theory on 
vocabulary development of ELLs in grades PreK-3.Analyze the similarities and 
differences between strategies for teaching vocabulary development to English language 
learners and native English speakers. 

• Design a case study of an ELL PreK-3 student identifying vocabulary development 
strategies, rationale for using them, and recommendations. 

• Reflect on the strategies which would be most effective in developing vocabulary in ELLs 
in the classroom.  

Determine which internet resources would best help ELL students’ oral and vocabulary 
development.  
 

Relationship of Course to Program Goals and Professional Organizations  
 
Local stations can complete this section.  

 
 
Outline of Content and Assignments  

 
After previewing the documents in the Course Information, learners will proceed to the Course 
Content to complete the two sessions of the course, working through each session in order. 
Essential information pertaining to the topic is presented within each session. Throughout the 
sessions, learners are also asked to articulate their ideas in various forms; for example, they 
reflect on their ideas and experiences. The two-week long discussion in the discussion forum is 
designed to allow learners to glean information from other learners’ experiences with strategies 
both prior to and following the completion of the weekly assignments. The learner will complete a 
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project where they are asked to create a case study of an English language learner (2 pages in 
length,) which will contain recommended vocabulary development strategies.  
  
This course is designed to address the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) and 
International Reading Association (IRA) Standards for the English Language Arts that were 
developed to serve as a guide for teachers in developing curriculum and instruction that foster 
students’ literacy development. The course specifically addresses Standards 3, 9, 10, and 12. 
Additionally, this course addresses several of the ISTE NETS*T for teachers: I (A, B); II (A); III 
(B); V (A, B, C, D); VI (B).  
 
Session 1: Understanding Vocabulary Development  
 
Objectives  
By the end of this session, the learner will be able to:  
 

• Reflect on previous experiences when working with English Language Learners and 
concerns you have about meeting the needs of these learners. 

• Develop two essential questions they have about vocabulary development for English 
language learners (in grades Pre-K-3). 

• Analyze and discuss the implications of second-language acquisition theory on 
vocabulary development of ELLs in grades PreK-3.  

• Analyze the similarities and differences between strategies for teaching vocabulary 
development to English language learners and native English speakers. 

 
Read  

• “Vocabulary” 
• “Oral Comprehension Sets the Ceiling on Reading Comprehension” 
• “How Do People Learn Words From Context? And What Does It Mean To “Know” a 

Word?”  
•  “What’s Normal, What’s Not: Acquiring English as a Second Language” 
• “Effective Reading Instruction for Struggling Spanish-Speaking Readers: A 

Combination of Two Literatures” 
 

Participate in an Online Discussion  
• Introduce themselves to other learners.  
• Respond to: “What are the implications of second-language acquisition theory on 

teaching vocabulary development in the classroom? What are the implications of this 
on your own practice?” 

 
Complete Assignment  

• Develop two essential questions on vocabulary development in English language 
learners  

 
Additional Readings and Resources (not required)  

• Characteristics for Writing Essential Questions  
• "COACHING HABITS OF MIND: Pursuing Essential Questions in the Classroom"  
• "Framing Essential Questions"  
• “From Trivial Pursuit to Essential Questions and Standard-based Learning”  
• A Questioning Tool Kit  
• Inquiry-based Learning  
• Language Development from Age 4 to 5  
• Language Development from Age 5 to 6  
• “Acquiring Language” video 
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• The Child’s Brain  
• “Learning to Read and Write: Developmentally Appropriate Practices for Young 

Children”  
• “Vocabulary Assessment and Instruction”  
• “Context Counts in Second Language Learning”  

 
Complete Activity (not required)  

• In the discussion forum, contribute ideas and discuss “General Vocabulary 
Development Strategies” 

• In the discussion forum, contribute ideas and discuss “Specific ELL Vocabulary 
Development Strategies”  

 
Respond to reflection questions  

• Reflect on prior experiences supporting the vocabulary development of English 
language learners including strategies used to work with students, successes and 
challenges faced, and learning that needs to be done in order to be able to answer 
the essential questions. 

• Reflect on the connections between research about vocabulary knowledge and 
classroom implications for working with ELLs. 

• Reflect on similarities and differences between strategies for teaching vocabulary 
development to English language learners and native English speakers.  

 
 
Session 2: Facilitating Vocabulary Development  
 
Objectives  
By the end of this session, the learner will be able to:  

• Analyze and discuss the implications of second-language acquisition theory on 
vocabulary development of ELLs in grades PreK-3. 

• Design a case study of an ELL PreK-3 student identifying vocabulary development 
strategies, rationale for using them, and recommendations. 

• Reflect on the strategies which would be most effective in developing vocabulary in 
ELLs in the classroom.  

• Determine which internet resources would best help ELL students’ oral and 
vocabulary development.  

 
Read  

• "Selecting Vocabulary Words to Teach English Language Learners"  
• "Preschoolers and Books: Contexts for Learning about Language and the World"  
• “Taking Delight in Words: Using Oral Language to Build Young Children’s 

Vocabularies” “Selecting Vocabulary Words to Teach English Language Learners” 
• "Vocabulary Instruction"  

 
View 

• “Thunder Cake” 
• "Secret Remedy Part 1" 
• "Secret Remedy Part 2" 

Explore 
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• Dragon Tales: Finn's Toys 
• Dragon Tales: Search for Mami 
• Maya & Miguel: Animal Names 
• Maya & Miguel: Experiencing Language with Friends  
• Maya & Miguel: It's All About Word Play  
• Sesame Street: Spanish Word of the Day 

 
Participate in an Online Discussion  

• Continue to participate in the discussion: “What are the implications of second-
language acquisition theory on teaching vocabulary development in the classroom? 
What are the implications of this on your own practice?” 

 
Additional Readings and Resources (not required)  

• “Classroom Conversations: Opportunities to Learn for ESL Students in Mainstream 
Classrooms”  

• “Reading Comprehension Strategies for Content Learning”  
• “Teaching English Language Learners to Read”  
• “Using Cognates to Develop Comprehension in English”  
• “Cooperative Learning Strategies”  
• LD OnLine: Recommended Links on English Language Learners  
• “Key Areas of Instruction: Vocabulary”  
• “Integrated Vocabulary Instruction: Meeting the Needs of Diverse Learners in Grades 

K-5”  
• "Learning Two Languages: Questions Parents Ask"  
• Between the Lions 
• Between the Lions: Teach Your Kids New Words  
• Between the Lions: The Land of Make-Believe 
• Between the Lions Videos 
• Between the Lions: Vocabulary Building 
• Between the Lions: Word Play  
• Between the Lions Songs  
• Clifford: Measuring Up  
• “Reading is Fundamental: Let’s Read as a Family”  
• “Using Technology to Create a Visual Learning Environment”  
• “Technology and Teaching Children to Read”  
• “Enhancing Preschool Literacy Skills with Software and Internet Technologies” 

PowerPoint presentation  
• Colorín Colorado Web site  
 

Complete Activity (not required)  
• Text Talk lesson development and implementation 

 
Respond to reflection questions  

• Which strategies would be most effective in vocabulary development of ELLs? 
Explain why these would be the most effective. 

• Reflect on which internet resources would be effective in developing ELL students’ 
oral and vocabulary language skills. 

 
 
Course Project  
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In the course project, learners will explore the answers to their essential questions. The project 
asks learners to develop a case study of an English language learner. Learners first create a 
profile of the student (one whom they are currently working with or with whom they have worked 
with in the past.) Next, they are asked to write a detailed 2-page paper identifying the strategies 
they have used or would like to use in working with the student, the rationale for why they are 
effective, and additional recommendations they have. This case study must incorporate the 
course essential questions and the questions learners have developed in Session 1, providing if 
possible, the answers/solutions to the questions. Learners must also use at least 2 course 
resources to assist in the creation of the paper and address the use of technology to assist in the 
vocabulary development of English language learners. 

  
 

Schedule  
 
This course is scheduled to take approximately 15 hours to complete readings, activities, videos, 
assignments, and project.  

 
Requirements  

 
Learners are expected to:  

• Complete all assignments.  
• Participate regularly in discussion boards.  
• Submit the course project and other assignments in a timely fashion (determined by the 

facilitator).  
 

Materials  
 
Technical Requirements  

• Word processor  
• Internet service provider  
• E-mail  
• TeacherLine required plug-ins  

 
Academic Dishonesty Policy  

 
To be inserted by institution  

 
Evaluation 

 
This course is evaluated on a letter grade basis, and may be available for graduate credit. See 
graduate credit details pertaining to specific graduate credit institutions. 
 


