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“Engaging students in doing history—getting their hands dirty (albeit metaphorically) examining the 
sources used by historians—is a critically important way to change their [negative] views of history.” 

 

Course Details 

This course is part of the PBS TeacherLine suite of self-paced courses. 
 

Course 
Description 
 

Primary sources are the “stuff” of history, the evidence that historians 
use to develop narratives and explanations of past events. Through 
multimedia resources from Annenberg Learner, engage with a range of 
sources from around the globe. Consider historians’ reflections on their 
use of such evidence to gain insight into how primary sources can be 
used in world history classrooms, as well as how to handle the 
challenges of engaging students with source material. 

 
Course 
Goals 

 
This course will enhance educators’ ability to analyze primary sources 
in world history and to use such sources in the classroom. During this 
course, learners will build their capacity to use the following skills: 

• Distinguish between primary and secondary sources in world 
history and identify a variety of available primary sources. 

• Recognize how historians’ use of primary sources has changed 
over time. 

• Analyze different types of primary sources. 

• Plan how to use primary sources in world history instruction. 

 

Course 
Design 

This 3 hour professional learning opportunity is a self-paced experience. 
Learners can explore the course content, watch videos, and take self-
assessments at their own pace.  

 

Target 
Audience 

This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers of grades 
9-12 and social studies/world history coaches and specialists. 

 
Standards This course addresses the following standards: 

Historical Thinking Standards (National Center for History in the 
Schools): 

• Standard 2: The student comprehends a variety of historical 
sources 

• Standard 4: The student conducts historical research 
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Schedule This course is estimated to take approximately 3 hours to complete. 
However, it is a self-paced experience and learners may work at their 
own pace and according to their individual schedules. Learners will have 
access to the course for 1 year after the purchase date. 

 
Certificate  Learners will receive a printable certificate upon completion of all 

coursework, activities, and “Check for Understanding” multiple-choice 
quizzes, which will be tracked and graded by our automated system. All 
learners must score 100% on quizzes (with multiple attempts permitted) 
in order to receive the completion certificate. 

 

Course Content and Assignments 

During this self-paced course, learners will gain insight into how primary sources can be used in world 
history classrooms, as well as how to handle the challenges of engaging students with source material. 
They analyze primary sources and develop an instrument for evaluating such sources; explore one type 
of source (art and artifacts, written documents, or photographs) in depth, consider how historians and 
teachers can use that type of source; and think carefully about purposes for using primary sources in 
world history. In order to receive a course certificate, learners must complete all course activities, with 
scores of 100% on multiple-choice quizzes (multiple attempts permitted). 
 
 

Topic Learning Objective Coursework/Activities 

Introduction 
 

• Read a case study in using 
primary sources in the 
classroom  

• Reflect on your approach to 
history instruction 
 

 

• Interpret on-screen content and 
figures 

• Reflect on ideas and experiences 
 

Primary Sources as 
Teaching Tools 

 

• Define primary and 
secondary sources and 
differentiate between them 

• Develop or adapt a tool for 
analyzing primary sources 

• Identify strengths and 
challenges of using primary 
sources as teaching tools 

 

 

• Interpret on-screen content and 
figures 

• Analyze several primary sources 
• Develop or adapt a Primary 

Source Assessment instrument 
• Answer Check for Understanding 

quiz 
 

Analyzing Sources 
 

• Explain how and why 
historians today use sources 
such as artifacts, 
archeological evidence, art, 
written documents, 
photographs, and biological 

 

Learners choose one type of resource to 
analyze: 
• Art and Artifacts: Listen to audio 

clip on “Maps, Time, and World 
History,” analyze art and artifacts, 
watch clip of “The Evolution of the 
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evidence.  
• Interpret different types of 

sources using an analysis 
tool. 

 

Early Chinese Empire” video, read 
“Cultural Creativity and Borrowed 
Art,” and reflect on ideas and 
experiences 

• Written Documents: List qualities 
of a good written source for 
classroom use, read and analyze 
“My Dinner with Attila the Hun and 
“What Happened to the Ancient 
Libyans?” and reflect on ideas and 
experiences 

• Photographs: Listen to 
“Globalization and Economics” 
audio clip, analyze 
and manipulate historic 
photographs, and reflect on ideas 
and experiences 
 

Planning to Use 
Primary Sources in the 
Classroom 

 

• Describe varied purposes for 
using primary sources in the 
classroom 

• Identify how primary sources 
could be used to meet varied 
purposes 

 

• Interpret on-screen content 
• Analyze primary sources in terms 

of how they could be used to meet 
varied purposes 

• Answer Check for Understanding 
quiz 

 
	  

	  


