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“Students come to school with preconceived ideas about history. In order for them to build 
authentic historic understanding, they must become aware of what is involved in the practice 

of history—that is, they need to understand how questions frame inquiry, how evidence is 
analyzed and used, and how a historical argument is constructed and defended.” 

 

Course Details 
This course is part of the PBS TeacherLine suite of self-paced courses. 
 

Course 
Description 
 

To students, encounters with history—all that stuff that happened in the 
past—take place in the pages of a textbook. But history is not just a dry 
recitation of facts; it’s a process of asking questions, of seeking 
evidence that will provide answers, and of constructing explanations 
based on that evidence. Learn about the historian’s work by reading 
and hearing how historians describe what they do. Learners will 
practice asking historical questions and using historical evidence to 
construct an argument using multimedia from Annenberg 
Learner—all with the goal of finding ways to teach historical thinking 
skills to students. 

 
Course 
Goals 

 
This course will help learners understand the ways in which historians 
go about their work. During this course, learners will build their capacity 
to use the following skills: 

• Asking historical questions 

• Using evidence to develop historical explanations 

• Developing students’ historical thinking skills 

 

Course 
Design 

This 3 hour professional learning opportunity is a self-paced experience. 
Learners can explore the course content, watch videos, and take self-
assessments at their own pace.  

 

Target 
Audience 

This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers of grades 
9-12 and social studies/world history coaches and specialists. 

 
Standards This course addresses the following standards: 

Historical Thinking Standards (National Center for History in the 
Schools): 

• Standard 3: The student engages in historical analysis and 
interpretation. 

• Standard 4: The student conducts historical research 
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Schedule 

 

This course is estimated to take approximately 3 hours to complete. 
However, it is a self-paced experience and learners may work at their 
own pace and according to their individual schedules. Learners will have 
access to the course for 1 year after the purchase date. 

 
Certificate  Learners will receive a printable certificate upon completion of all 

coursework, activities, and “Check for Understanding” multiple-choice 
quizzes, which will be tracked and graded by our automated system. All 
learners must score 100% on quizzes (with multiple attempts permitted) 
in order to receive the completion certificate. 

 

Course Content and Assignments 
During this self-paced course, learners examine historical arguments about Columbus as a case 
study of how historical explanations change as a result of the questions asked, the evidence 
available, and societal influences. They then read one historian’s reflections on how her practice 
changed and consider how writing for a public audience is similar to and different from teaching 
students and writing school textbooks. They then explore historical questions, inferring the 
questions that guided historians’ work and framing a question of their own. Next, they identify 
thesis statements in other people’s writing and construct a thesis and argument about how the 
history of the 21st century’s first decade might be characterized. In order to receive a course 
certificate, learners must complete all course activities, with scores of 100% on multiple-choice 
quizzes (multiple attempts permitted). 
 
 

Topic Learning Objective Coursework/Activities 

Introduction 
 

• Articulate a rationale for 
teaching students that 
history is a process and 
that historical knowledge 
evolves 

• Describe how cultural 
factors influence the 
questions historians ask 
and the explanations they 
develop 

• Explain how the evidence 
available shapes 
historians’ work 

 

 

• Watch segment of “History and 
Memory” video on the Columbus 
narrative 

• Interpret on-screen content related to 
the historian’s process and students’ 
misconceptions 

• Reflect on ideas and experiences 
• Answer Check for Understanding quiz 

One Historian’s Story 
 

• Analyze a case study 
illustrating how historians 
ask questions, analyze 

 

• Read and analyze “History, Writing, 
and Image in Maya Art” 

• Interpret on-screen content related to 
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evidence, and 
communicate findings 

• Compare writing history for 
a public audience and 
teaching history and 
consider implications for 
classroom work 

comparisons between writing history 
for public audiences and (1) teaching 
history and (2) writing school textbooks 

• Answer Check for Understanding quiz 

Asking Historical 
Questions 

 

• Describe the importance of 
historical questions and 
how they evolve over time 

• Develop historical 
research questions on the 
basis of primary sources 

 

• Interpret on-screen content related to 
historical questions 

• Infer the historians’ questions from 
articles about slavery 

• Frame a historical question inspired by 
primary sources 

• Answer Check for Understanding quiz 

Developing Historical 
Arguments 

 

• Analyze an argument 
supporting a thesis 

• State a thesis clearly  
• Use evidence to support 

the thesis 

 

• Read “‘The American Century’ in 
World History” and identify different 
theses discussed in the article 

• Write a thesis statement and 
supporting argument 

Developing Historical 
Thinking Skills in the 
Classroom 

 

• Formulate strategies for 
developing students’ 
historical thinking skills. 

 

• Interact with on-screen content related 
to teaching historical thinking skills 

• Outline a lesson to develop historical 
thinking skills in the world history 
classroom 

• Answer Check for Understanding quiz 

 
	  

	  

	  


