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“Chronology is a foundational concept in history—it may even be the foundational concept of 
the discipline. Understanding chronology is key to understanding historical causation, continuity 

and change, and periodization.” 

Course Details 
This course is part of the PBS TeacherLine suite of self-paced courses. 
 

Course 
Description 

What would history be without chronology? It’s impossible to imagine, 
as chronological reasoning is perhaps the most foundational skill of the 
discipline. Explore alternative conceptions of time and, focusing on 
topics related to global economics and the transmission of culture, 
consider how to help students better understand periodization, 
causation, and patterns of continuity and change using multimedia 
resources from Annenberg Learner.  
 

Course 
Goals 

This course will help learners understand the chronological concepts of 
causation, continuity and change, and periodization, and will enable 
them to enhance instructional methods to convey these concepts to 
students. During this course, learners will build their understanding of 
the following concepts: 
 

• Chronological reasoning, including causation, patterns of 
continuity and change over time, and periodization 

• How to develop students’ chronological reasoning skills 
 

Course 
Design 

This 3 hour professional learning opportunity is a self-paced experience. 
Learners can explore the course content, watch videos, and take self-
assessments at their own pace.  

 

Target 
Audience 

This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers of 
grades 9-12 and social studies/world history coaches and specialists.  

 
Standards This course addresses the following standards: 

Historical Thinking Standards (National Center for History in the Schools): 
• Historical Thinking Standard 1: The student thinks 

chronologically. 
• Historical Thinking Standard 3: The student engages in 

historical analysis and interpretation.  
 

Schedule This course is estimated to take approximately 3 hours to complete. 
However, it is a self-paced experience and learners may work at their 
own pace and according to their individual schedules. Learners will 
have access to the course for 1 year after the purchase date. 
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Certificate  Learners will receive a printable certificate upon completion of all coursework, 
activities, and “Check for Understanding” multiple-choice quizzes, which will be 
tracked and graded by our automated system. All learners must score 100% on 
quizzes (with multiple attempts permitted) in order to receive the completion 
certificate. 

 

Course Content and Assignments 

During this self-paced course, learners first learn about alternative conceptions of time, reading 
a vignette of how one teacher used these ideas as a hook to show students that world history 
will involve new ways of thinking. They are then introduced to the three chronological reasoning 
skills they will learn about: historical causation, continuity and change, and periodization. They 
practice identifying causes and effects in secondary sources (video and reading). They use 
similar resources in identifying patterns of continuity and change and using those patterns to 
make connections among themes in world history. They learn about the tool of periodization and 
how it reflects the perspectives of particular historians. They compare two periodization 
schemes and consider the role that deep knowledge plays in the process of periodization. To 
conclude the course, learners are provided with tips for teaching chronological reasoning and 
reflect on how they could enhance their teaching in this area. In order to receive a course 
certificate, learners must complete all course activities, with scores of 100% on multiple-choice 
quizzes (multiple attempts permitted). 
 

Topic Learning Objective Coursework/Activities 

Introduction 
• Explore alternatives to a 

linear view of time and 
apply those alternatives 
to recent history 

• Identify three important 
elements of chronological 
thinking (historical 
causation, patterns of 
continuity and change, 
and periodization) 

 

• Watch and analyze the 
“Chronological Constructs” 
segment of the “Maps, Time and 
World History” video 

• Read “In the Balance: Themes in 
Global History”  

• Interpret on-screen classroom 
vignette 
 

Causation 
• Identify short- and long-

term causes and effects 
discussed in a historical 
account 

• Distinguish between 
causation and correlation 

 

• Watch and analyze segments of 
the “Early Economies” video  

• Read “Commerce and Change in 
Asia, Europe, and Africa” and 
make connections between 
causation and other themes in 
world history  

• Reflect on ideas and experiences 
• Answer Check for Understanding 
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quiz 

 

Continuity and 
Change • Identify and analyze 

patterns of continuity and 
change in world history  

• Link patterns of continuity 
and change to other 
themes in world history  

 

• Watch the “Islamic Spain” 
segment of the “Transmission of 
Traditions” video and identify 
patterns of continuity and change 

• Listen to the audio clip, 
“Perspectives on the Past: 
Transmission of Traditions” 

• Read and analyze “After the 
Conquest: The Survival of 
Indigenous Patterns of Life and 
Belief”  

• Reflect on ideas and experiences  
 

Periodization 
• Identify the approach 

taken in different 
periodization schemes 

• Describe the link 
between 
conceptualizations of 
world history and 
approaches to 
periodization  

 

• Interact with on-screen content 
related to periodization  

• Compare two periodization 
schemes recommended for use 
with secondary students 

• Read and analyze “State 
Formation and Periodization in 
Inner Asian History” 

• Reflect on ideas and experiences 
• Answer Check for Understanding 

quiz 
 

Teaching 
Chronological 
Reasoning in 
the Classroom 

 
• Formulate strategies for 

developing students’ 
chronological reasoning 
skills 
 

• Use varied resources to 
teach chronological 
reasoning 

 

• Read “Tips for Teaching 
Chronological Reasoning” 

• Reflect on the place of 
chronological reasoning in their 
own curriculum 

• Develop ideas for adapting course 
resources and strategies for use 
with secondary students  

• Answer Check for Understanding 
quiz 
 

 
 


