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“Many of the most memorable events in American history cannot be imagined apart from the 
places in which they took place. Without question, geography influences the way people 
live in a place; at the same time, people influence the geography of areas in which they 

live, work, play, and travel.” 

Course Details 

This course is part of the PBS TeacherLine suite of self-paced courses. 
 

Course 
Description 

Washington’s troops suffering through the winter at Valley Forge, the Framers 
perspiring in Philadelphia’s summer heat, Sacajawea traveling with Lewis and 
Clark along the Columbia River, the Forty-Niners rushing to California in search 
of gold—many of the most memorable events in American history cannot be 
imagined apart from the places in which they took place. Explore the 
relationship between geography and history, analyzing Annenberg Learner 
videos, primary source documents, and the work of geographers and 
historians.  
 

Course 
Goals 

This course will help you understand how the environment influenced human 
events in different periods in American history, as well as how humans 
influenced the environment in those same periods. During this course, you will 
build your understanding of the following concepts: 

• How human actions modify the physical environment, including the 
consequences of human modification of the environment. 

• How human systems develop in response to aspects of the physical 
environment. 

• How characteristics of different physical environments affect human 
activities. 

• How to integrate geography into your American history courses. 

 
Course 
Design 

This 3 hour professional learning opportunity is a self-paced experience. 
Learners can explore the course content, watch videos, and take self-
assessments at their own pace.  

 

Target 
Audience 

This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers of grades 6-12 
and American history/social studies coaches and specialists.  

 
Standards This course addresses the following standards: 

National Standards for United States History (UCLA) 
Era 1: Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620) 
Standard 1: The characteristics of societies in the Americas, western Europe, 
and West Africa that increasingly interacted after 1450.  

• Standard 1A: Students should be able to demonstrate understanding of 
commonalities, diversity, and change in the societies of the Americas 
from their beginnings to 1620.  
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Era 4: Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) 
Standard 2: How the industrial revolution, the rapid expansion of slavery, and 
the westward movement changed the lives of Americans and led toward 
regional tensions.  

• Standard 2D: Demonstrate understanding of the settlement of the West. 
 
Era 7: The Emergence of Modern America (1890-1930) 

• Standard 1: How Progressives and others addressed problems of 
industrial capitalism, urbanization, and political corruption.  
 

National Geography Standards (NCGE, AAG, AGS, and National 
Geographic) 
Standard 14: Environment and Society: How human actions modify the 
physical environment 
Standard 15: Environment and Society: How physical systems affect human 
systems 
 

Schedule This course is estimated to take approximately 3 hours to complete. However, 
it is a self-paced experience and learners may work at their own pace and 
according to their individual schedules. Learners will have access to the course 
for 1 year after the purchase date. 

 
Certificate Learners will receive a printable certificate upon completion of all coursework, 

activities, and “Check for Understanding” multiple-choice quizzes, which will be 
tracked and graded by our automated system. All learners must score 100% on 
quizzes (with multiple attempts permitted) in order to receive the completion 
certificate. 

 

Course Content and Assignments 

During this self-paced course, learners explore the interrelationships between human activities 
and the places where those activities take place. They look at how the lifestyles of Native 
American nations varied from place to place and consider the ramifications of forced relocation 
from a geographic point of view. Next, they examine how resource extraction has shaped the 
history and geography of the trans-Mississippi West. In a third case study, they look at 
urbanization and the development of suburbs and examine visual evidence related to human-
environment interactions in American cities. Throughout the course, learners consider ways to 
forge a stronger connection between geography and history in their American history courses. 
In order to receive a course certificate, learners must complete all course activities, with scores 
of 100% on multiple-choice quizzes (multiple attempts permitted). 

 
Topic Learning Objective Coursework/Activities 

Introduction  
 

• Identify natural and human-
made features of places  

• Gather evidence of the 

• Use a data retrieval chart to analyze 
human-environment interactions 
depicted in historic photographs 
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reciprocal effects of the 
environment and human 
actions 

• Analyze the work of an 
environmental historian to 
identify how different groups 
of people interact differently 
with the same environment 

 

• Watch a video interview (and read the 
transcript) with an environmental 
historian and consider how information 
from the interview adds to 
understanding of the relationship 
between humans and the environment. 

• Answer Check for Understanding quiz 

 

Native Americans and 
the Environment 

 

• Identify ways in which 
Native Americans’ lives in 
pre-Columbian America 
were influenced by the 
environment in which they 
lived 

• Identify ways in which 
Native Americans in pre-
Columbian America 
influenced the environment 

 

• Reflect on their preconceived ideas 
about Native Americans and the 
environment 

• Examine historical photographs and 
identify the locations shown on a map. 

• Hypothesize about how the 
environment affected the ways in which 
Native Americans lived in a particular 
region 

• Use photographs of artifacts and a 
radio interview to gather evidence for 
use in testing this hypothesis 

• Reflect on geographic aspects of 
forced relocation of Native Americans. 

• Answer Check for Understanding quiz 

 

Resources in the 
American West 

 

• Identify resources that drew 
European settlers to the 
West in the 19th century 

• Explain differing views on 
the use of Western 
resources in the 19th 
century 

• Describe human effects on 
the environment of the 
Great Plains in the 19th 
century 

 

• Analyze primary and secondary 
sources to identify resources that drew 
settlers Westward 

• Read about conflict over land in the 
West 

• Examine the use of images of natural 
beauty for competing purposes 

• Answer Check for Understanding quiz 
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Urban America and the 
Environment 

 

• Identify ways that 
development of cities 
affected the environment 

• Use visual evidence to 
generate a hypothesis 
about the influence of the 
natural environment on 
urban dwellers at various 
times in American history 

 

• Watch a video regarding migration of 
African Americans to Northern cities. 

• Analyze two video excerpts showing 
urban and suburban development in the 
early and late 20th century to find 
evidence of human-environment 
interactions 

• Answer Check for Understanding quiz 

 

The History-Geography 
Connection in the 
Classroom 

 

• Formulate strategies for 
enhancing the coverage 
of human-environment 
interactions in American 
history courses 

 

• Read tips for strengthening the history-
geography connection in American history 
courses 

• Reflect on strategies for classroom 
implementation  

 
 

 


