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Title 
Digital Tools for Innovative Learning 
 
 

Target Audience 
This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers of grades K-12. 
 
  

Prerequisites 
To successfully participate and complete the assignments in this course, the learner must:   

• Have past experience using the classroom computer. 
• Have past experience working with the Internet. 
• Be familiar with taking an online course or have completed the PBS "Practice Learning 

Online with TeacherLine" course. 
• Be familiar with elementary, middle, or high school educational content. 
 
 
Course Description 

As schools catch up to the ways technology has transformed life and work, encouraging and 
enabling students to use digital tools for Web publishing will become an integral element of the 
classroom experience. The logistics of creating online content are no longer a challenging 
process and the options and goals for publishing are limitless—tools that can create classroom 
Web sites, educational blogs, learning portals, wikis, and social media sites are easily accessible. 
The challenge for both teachers and students is to learn to use the Web wisely and meaningfully, 
and to be digitally literate. This course will help learners understand the reasons for creating 
meaningful online experiences and having both teachers and students develop a positive online 
presence; the choices for creating online educational content and the rationale for using various 
kinds of Web publishing tools; how to present content on the Web and how to begin to 
understand the importance of following social media guidelines in schools; and the opportunity to 
publish online—both for your students and your own professional development. 
 

Instructor/Facilitator 
See instructor/facilitator sheet. 

 
 
Credits 

To be determined by college or university 
 
 
Goals 

In this course, learners will explore the characteristics of students of today, referred to as the 
"iGeneration," and the impact their ways of thinking and learning have and will have on education. 
They will develop an understanding of Internet technology tools and learn how about ways that 
students and educators can use them to organize, present, connect, and learn.  
 
By the end of this course, learners will:  

• Understand how the impact of technology in the lives of students and the world will affect 
teaching and learning in the classroom. 

• Understand the role of and rationale for Web publishing by students and teachers. 
• Evaluate the need and strategies for developing a positive online image. 
• Use Web 2.0 tools to publish on the Web and analyze their role in supporting classroom 

learning. 
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Outline of Content and Assignments 

After previewing the documents in the Course Information area, learners will proceed to Course 
Content to complete the following six sessions, working through each session in order: 

• Session 1: Publishing and the iGeneration 
• Session 2: Web Tools that Organize and Present 
• Session 3: Connecting and Learning 
• Session 4: Developing Meaningful Online Content 
• Session 5: Classroom and School Publishing Considerations 
• Session 6: Moving Forward 

 
Throughout the sessions, learners are asked to articulate their ideas in various forms: they are 
encouraged to reflect on their ideas and experiences in their online journal; the discussions in the 
discussion forum are designed to allow learners to glean information from other learners' 
experiences. As a course project, learners will publish online (in the form of a blog, wiki, learning 
portal, or Web site) content that presents their learning for the course along with an essential 
question or questions about publishing on the Web for the iGeneration.  
This course is designed to address ISTE's Educational Technology Standards and Performance 
Indicators for All Teachers. These standards define the fundamental concepts, knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes for applying technology in educational settings.  
This course specifically addresses the following ISTE NETS*T:  
Standards 1 (c, d); 2 (c); 3 (a, b, c); 4 (c); 5 (a, b, c, d). 
 
 
Session 1: Publishing and the iGeneration 
In this session, you will learn about students of the iGeneration and think about the impact this 
generation has on teaching and learning. You will explore videos of innovative educators who are 
using digital tools in their classrooms for creating online contnet; develop an understanding of 
different categories of classroom websites; and identify your own purpose in creating a class 
website. You will begin this session first by introducing yourself to fellow learners, and setting 
goals for yourself in order to guide your learning for the course. You will also begin to develop 
essential questions that will guide you in completing the course project. 
 
Learners will: 

•  Define their professional goals and expectations for this course. 
•  Explain their prior knowledge about publishing on the Web. 
•  Discuss the impact teaching the iGeneration has on instruction.  
•  Reflect on how they envision using Web publishing in their classroom and professionally. 
•  Begin to create an essential question that they have on Web publishing for the 

iGeneration. (Course Project) 
 

Read 
• "Teaching the iGeneration" 
• "Are We Getting Distracted from What Really Matters?" 
• "Growing Up Digital, Wired for Distraction" 
• "P21 Framework Definitions" 
• "What is the purpose of a school website?" 
• "I've Got My Website, Now What?" 
• "From Trivial Pursuit to Essential Questions and Standards-Based Learning" 
• "Basing Learning Experiences in Essential Questions" 

 
View Videos 

• Honor Morman (grades 9-12)  
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• Alexandra Vlachakis (grades 9-12) 
• Tricia Fugelstad (grades 3-5)  
• James Puglia (grades 6-8) 
• Jill Lester (grades 6-8) 
• Seth Gelman (grades 2-8) 

  
Write in Online Journal 

• Reflect on expectations for the course. 
• Reflect on prior knowledge and experiences related to using digital tools for creating 

online content.  
• Reflect on classroom and professional online publishing. 

 
Participate in Online Discussions 

• Get to know other learners. 
• Discuss the iGeneration's impact on instruction. 

 
 

Session 2: Web Tools that Organize and Present 
In this session, learners will develop an understanding of Web 2.0 technologies; learn about tags 
and feeds; discuss the role of Web 2.0 tools in the classroom; and learn about and explore RSS 
aggregators, Web start pages, and social bookmarking tools.  
 
Learners will: 

•  Explain and discuss the role of and the rationale for using Web 2.0 tools in the 
classroom. 

•  Create a Web start up/aggregator page and analyze how the elements relate to their 
classroom curriculum and learning. 

 
Read 

• "It's All About the Tags" 
• "Tagging to Help Teachers" 
• "What is RSS?" 
• "Do Web 2.0 Right"  
• "Improving School Improvement with Web 2.0 Tools" 
• "Using a Classroom Webpage to Communicate with Parents" 
• "Mining for Gold" 
• "Netvibes in the Classroom"  
• "Netvibes.com in the Classroom"  

 
View Videos 

• "The Machine is Us/ing Us" 
• "RSS in Plain English" 
• "Social Bookmarking in Plain English 

 
Write in Online Journal 

• Reflect on elements of a classroom Web page or portal. 
 

Participate in Online Discussions 
• Discuss students using web tools in the classroom. 

 
Complete Activities and Assignments 

• Web Start Up Page Activity  
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Session 3: Connecting and Learning 
In this session, learners will learn about professional learning networks by reviewing various 
educational blogs. Next, they will analyze and discuss the idea of developing a professional 
online presence. Finally, they will have the opportunity to explore and use various tools for 
blogging, developing wikis, and building websites. 
 
Learners will: 

•  Evaluate two educational blogs and reflect on how they support the educators' personal 
and professional lives. 

•  Review and analyze two online Web publishing tools and identify how teachers and 
students can use them to reflect, connect, and learn. 

 
Read 

• "Bringing the World to My Doorstep: A Teacher's Blog-Reading Habits" 
• "My Personal Learning Network"  
• "Grow Your Own Personal Learning Network"  
• "Blog On: Think and Link with Weblogs" 
• "Publishers, Participants All" 
• "A Space for Writing without Writing" 
• "Digital Discussions: Take your Class to the Internet" 
• "Blogs Give Students an Audience" 
• "Blogs, Blogs Everywhere—Does Everyone Need an Internet Journal?" 
• "Using a Wiki to Promote Educational Blogging" 
• "Wiki Nation" 
• "The Way of the Wiki: Building Online Creativity and Cooperation"  
• "Wiki Woman: How a Web Server Tool Saved My Career" 
• "Using Weebly for Education to Create Classroom Website and Free Students Blogs' 
• "Using Weebly to Build Your Classroom Website"  
• "Four Web 2.0 Collaborative-Writing Tools" 

 
View Videos 

• "Blogs in Plain English" 
• "Webloggs"  
• "Wikis in Plain English" 

 
Participate in Online Discussions 

• Share a review of educational blogs 
 

Complete Activities and Assignments 
• Review of Educational Blogs and Networks Activity 
• Begin Web Publishing Tool Review Assignment 

 
 
Session 4: Developing Meaningful Online Content 
In this session, learners will consider the differences in teaching digital and offline writing. Then, 
they will explore collaborative publishing tools that support writing, as well as tools for sharing 
digital media. Finally, they will learn about online and blended learning, and consider the impact 
that publishing online learning materials for students would have on teaching and learning. 
 
Learners will: 

•  Discuss the ways that teaching digital writing differs from offline writing. 
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•  Review and analyze two online Web publishing tools and identify how teachers and 
students can use them to reflect, connect, and learn. 

•  Reflect on the impact an online curriculum would have on teaching and learning in the 
classroom. 

•  Create an essential question on Web publishing for the iGeneration. (Course Project) 
 
Read 

• "Five Don'ts of Classroom Blogging"  
• "What is Digital Writing and Why Does it Matter?"  
• "Collaborative Blogging as a Means to Develop Elementary Expository Writing Skills" 
• "Weblog Usability: The Top Ten Design Mistakes"  
• "When to Publish"  
• "Eduholic: Blogging Teacher-Consultant Gets National Attention"  
• "12 Healthy Habits to Grow Your Online Presence and Keep Balance in Your Life" 
• "Making the Case for Social Media in Education" 
• "eLearning Update: Blended Learning Key for Growth" 
• "How to Grow a 'Textbook'" 
• "How to Create a Web Site That's a Learning Community"  

 
Listen to Audio 

• "Blogging in the Classroom" 
 
View Videos 

• "Web 2.0 Graphic Organizers"  
 

Write in Online Journal 
• Reflect on developing an online curriculum.  

 
Participate in Online Discussions 

• Discuss teaching digital writing. 
 

Complete Activities and Assignments 
• Web Publishing Tool Review Assignment 
• Course Project Essential Questions Assignment (begun in Session 1) 

 
 
Session 5: Classroom and School Publishing Considerations  
In this session, learners will explore the use of social media guidelines and acceptable use 
policies; reflect on the policies within their own school or school system; discuss the study of the 
use of technology for their students; and then work on their course project, which will be due by 
the end of this session. 
 
Learners will: 

•  Evaluate their school's policies on media usage. 
•  Discuss and analyze how the study of technology in a broader social context supports 

iGeneration students and identify the digital citizenship issues that are critical for schools 
to address. 

•  In using a social bookmarking site, identify what is beneficial about the tool or the 
process, to their professional development as an educator or to the learning of their 
students. 

•  Publish content online that addresses their learning for the course and an essential 
question about publishing on the Web for the iGeneration. (Course Project) 
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Read 
• "In Search of Appropriate Usage Guidelines"  
• "Digital Citizenship: Addressing Appropriate Technology Behavior" 
• "Teacher Blog Controversy in Pennsylvania Points to Need for Social Media 

Guidelines"  
• "Social Media Guidelines for Schools"  
• "A Lesson in Connections"  
• "Character Education in the Digital Age" 

 
Write in Online Journal 

• Reflect on their school's guidelines on media usage.  
 

Participate in Online Discussions 
• Discuss the studying of the uses of technology in the curriculum. 

 
Complete Activities and Assignments 

• Acceptable Usage Policy/Social Media Guidelines Activity 
• Web Bookmarking Activity (begun in Session 2)  
• Course Project: Learning About Web Publishing for the iGeneration (introduced in 

Session 1) 
 
 
Session 6: Moving Forward 
In this session, learners will have the opportunity to explore projects created by their fellow 
learners and will write a reflection paper about publishing on the Web. 
 
Learners will: 

•  Review and provide feedback on two course projects. 
•  Reflect on the course project and analyze their future goals for using digital tools for 

creating online content. 
•  Assess their learning in this course by comparing their prior knowledge and acquired 

knowledge. 
•  Analyze the learning experience in this course by reflecting about their professional goals 

and expectations. 
 
Read 

• Google Historical Voyages and Events  
• PBS Teachers Innovation Awards  
• Teachers.net 
• A Collection of Online Publishing Opportunities for Student Writing 
• National Newspaper Week and Student Publishing 
• "Author, Author!"  
• "Opportunities for Teenagers to Share their Writing Online" 

 
View Videos 

• "Digital Media—New Learners of the 21st Century" 
 
Write in Online Journal 

• Reflect on acquired knowledge. 
• Reflect on professional goals and expectations. 

 
Complete Activities and Assignments 

• Peer Review: Course Projects 
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• Web Publishing Reflection Assignment 
• Post-Course Evaluation Survey  

 
 

Schedule 
This course is scheduled to take approximately 30 hours to complete. The number of hours 
identified for each course reflects time spent online, but does not reflect the total time spent 
completing offline coursework and assignments. All learners are different and learners will likely 
spend double the indicated number of hours completing all coursework depending on learning 
styles and work habits. 

 
 
Requirements 

Learners are expected to: 
• Complete all assignments. 
• Maintain an online journal. 
• Participate and actively engage in discussions with fellow learners while contributing to 

the social construction of knowledge. 
• Be self-directed and self-motivated.  
• Ask for assistance when they need it. 

 
 

Materials (hardware, software, plug-ins) 
Technical Requirements 

• Word processor 
• Internet service provider 
• E-mail 

 
 

Academic Dishonesty Policy 
To be inserted by university institution only 
 
 

Evaluation 
This course is evaluated on a letter grade basis, and may be available for graduate credit. See 
graduate credit details pertaining to specific graduate credit institutions. 
 
 
Last Update: October 15, 2013 


